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Chikako Miura, who heads a nonprofit workshop in
Nihonmatsu, Fukushima Prefecture, displays a bag of
sunflower seeds Feb. 5. The drawing is by students at an
elementary school in Nagano Prefecture. x¥0DO

Fukushima sunflowers
lead to youth exchanges

Mie Sakamoto
Fukushima
<YODO

When two Girl Scouts from
Chiba Prefecture joined the
Fukushima Sunflower Foster
Parent Project in summer 2011
to become “foster parents” for
sunflower seeds, they didn't
know ex owitwould help
people affected by the 3/11 di
sasters.

But since visiting Fukushi
ma, 20-year-old college stu
dent Shibata and 18-year-old
righ school student Horai who
wanted only their surnames
ed, said they now feel that ex-
anges s with local people, who
happy just to see them in

1 fecture, are exactly the
kind of support required.

The no nnnnl rmlp leam
Fukushima launc hed the proj
ect around two months after
the disaster hit, hoping sun-
flowers could be used to
cleanse radiation-contaminat-
ed soil, as reported following
the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear

crisis

But a government experi
ment soon showed that sun
m W could do litle to
er ioactive mmvlm
p decided to focu
0 t‘n r objectives, inc huf'n 4

taining local employme nt
7ing tourism

In the first year, it distributed
more than 12,000 bags con
taining 5 grams of unp()md
sunflower seeds — more than
60 kg in total — to sympathet
ic schools, companies, groups
and individuals nationwide.

Ten tons of harvested seeds
were returned the following
year, the group said.

The returned seeds are being
used across Fukushima to grow
sunflowers, make edibie oil
and process used sunflower
oil for fuel, said Shinji Handa
37, who leads the group

Shinichi Sakuma, a 63-year-
old former teacher at an agri-
cultural high school, invited
nearly 20 Girl Scouts, including

HEBEROEAHZE L TTFEY The Japan Times|CHBE
LTEEELG2EDEFHOETADENHEEHRA

EILDDTVWET,

Shibata and Horai, to stay over
night at his home in the Fuku
town of Tamura in 2013,

as been growing sun
s as part of a neighbor-
hood project for about 20
years

Though his Ogoe neighbor
hood is located less than 40
km from the stricken Fuku
shima No. 1 nuclear plant, Sa
kuma did noth 0 evacuate
thanks to low radiation levels,
he said.
Since we joined the project
in 2012 and started growing
seeds harvested outside Fuku-
shima, many people have vis
ited the town, helping it to
recover,” he said.

Warmed by his hospitality,
Shibata and Horai said they
want to visit the prefecture
again

Horai said she was “"shocked
by the appreciation shown by
local people when they visited.
The experience n
to join a Girl Scout camp that
invited children from the pre
fecture last vear, she said

‘It was about caring about
yu--x:)'u-mfvr:n\:vun; i

é 3 r

port Jlu“ Shibs
T'o help retain

the group create obs for
abled people ataw hop by
enlisting them to pack sun
flower seeds for shipping

Run h\ nonprofit company
Nagomi in Nihonmatsu, the
workshop, which previously
provided e mplmmcm by mak
ing boxes for steamed buns,
was severely hit by the 3/11 di-
sasters, according to its head
Chikako Miura

The workshop now receives
sunflower seeds harvested in
other parts of Japan, along with
drawings and messages from
children, under the project

We're grateful we were able

to secure work so we can pay
salaries to our workers,” Miura
said. “We all wanted to do
something o revitalize Fuku

shima.
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